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Abstract

Political participation is a cornerstone that enables citizens to shape their nation’s political system in every
democratic environment. Registering on electoral lists, joining a political party of choice, and voting during
the election collectively contribute to the selection of representatives for political positions. In this work, we
propose a fractional optimal control strategy for an awareness program aimed at increasing the number of
registered voters participating in elections. To accurately capture desirable properties such as non-locality and
non-singularity in the kernel, we employ the Atangana-Baleanu derivative. Additionally, the existence and
uniqueness of the model’s solutions are established. The political party reproduction number is also achieved.
The stability of the model is demonstrated through the Hyers-Ulam stability criteria. The model is validated
using empirical data from the 2020 Ghana presidential elections. We considered three controls: firstly, the
awareness campaign effort— this control represents the resources dedicated to motivate registered voters to
join the political party P; and cast their votes during an election; secondly, the persuasion effort— this control
measures the effort required to persuade registered voters to change their allegiance to party P2 and vote during
an election; and thirdly, the electoral campaign effort— this control focuses on convincing non-participating
registered voters to support a political party by joining and voting during an election. Our findings suggest
that implementing all three control measures is essential for increasing voter participation in elections. This
multifaceted approach will not only increase the participation rate but will also have a significant political
impact. Again, this will help reduce the number of registered voters who do not cast their ballots, making
the elections more representative and inclusive. By focusing on these three control areas, we can address the
underlying issues that lead to low voter turnout.

Keywords: Multi-party democracy, optimal control, stability analysis, non-partisan democracy, Atangana-
Baleanu operator.
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1. INTRODUCTION

At the heart of a democratic system lies a crucial element, that is, citizen participation. This fundamental
feature enables individuals to shape their nation’s political landscape through active participation, such as
joining political parties, voting, and participating in decision-making processes. By exercising their right to
participate, citizens ensure that power remains in their hands, fostering a system of government that truly
represents the will of the people. All of these activities are intended to help elect representatives for various
political positions. The higher percentage of people who are enrolled in electoral lists indicates that most
people are open to participating in the voting process. Additionally, it demonstrates that many people believe
political participation can lead to meaningful change and transformation. However, low rates of these indicate
that there are likely administrative or cultural barriers that make it difficult to register on electoral lists. These
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low percentages may also indicate a practice of political boycotting and non-registration on election lists,
resulting from political and electoral corruption or a lack of trust in the political establishment. Therefore,
strengthening a number of democratic metrics, such as the rate of voter registration, joining a political party,
is crucial for nations looking to boost their reputation and political standing. For example, the number of
people who register to vote has decreased in several Arab and African nations [7].

In a multiparty democratic system, mathematical modeling can help to understand the dynamics of elec-
torates. Most research on political party modeling relies on statistical techniques to analyze the dynamics
of two competing parties for support [7]. These studies use various statistical methods, such as descriptive
statistics, inferential statistics, and predictive modeling, to understand the complexities of political competition
and identify trends and patterns in voter behavior. Epidemiology and election modeling may seem like vastly
different fields, but they share a common thread: the spread of influence. In epidemiology, compartmental
models are used to describe the spread of infectious diseases by dividing the population into classes based
on their state of the disease, such as susceptible, infected, or removed [42]. Similarly, during elections,
the population can be divided into classes such as registered voters, political parties, and voting during the
election. The interaction between people plays a crucial role in the voting process, much like the contagion
phenomenon, where people encourage their networks to vote for a particular party. Political parties also
employ direct contact strategies, such as door-to-door campaigns, to convince potential voters. This is why
the epidemic approach can be effectively used to model the election process, as it captures the spread of
influence and interaction between individuals [24]. The authors [21] focused on the competition between
two political parties competing for the votes of undecided individuals who choose not to participate in the
US federal elections. Their work explores the dynamics of this competition, shedding light on the factors
that influence the decisions of these uncertain voters. The researcher in [22] examined a multiparty political
system using nonlinear differential equations with a delay.

The work of [23] and [24] has enhanced our understanding of political party dynamics modeling. The article
[23] employed a nonlinear model to study party growth outside conventional approaches, while [24] modeled
the spread of two-party systems. The researcher [25] generalized the model proposed by Misra, considering
switching between two political parties. The authors concentrated on developing mathematical models to
analyze and optimize the decision-making process behind abstaining from voting during the registration of
the electoral list [7]. The researchers [10] used discrete mathematical modeling to analyze electoral behavior
in relation to a political party and also explored optimal control strategies to influence this behavior.

Today, one of the most famous branches of mathematical science is fractional calculus with arbitrarily
fractional order [26]. Using fractional derivatives of Caputo and Riemann-Liouville, several academics have
expanded this concept [1], [27]. The derivatives of Caputo and Riemann-Liouville have a singular kernel
that can be interpreted as a convolution or a derivative of a convolution involving a power function [1]. Due
to the singularity in the power law, Caputo and Fabrizio developed a derivative with fractional order based
on the exponential function to address the issue of the singularity kernel [29], [1], [28]. They demonstrated
that their derivative was appropriate for a particular group of physical problems. As their kernel was non-
singular but non-local, several problems were also raised with this derivative [1], [30]. Atangana and Baleanu
presented generalized fractional derivatives in the Caputo and Riemann-Liouville senses using the Mittag-
Leffler function to address the issue of the non-singular and non-local kernel. A fractional integral serves
as the anti-derivative of the operators in the Atangana-Baleanu derivatives of fractional order[30], [31]. The
ABC-fractional-order model has gained significant attention due to its distinctive characteristics, namely its
nonsingular and nonlocal kernels. These features have made it an attractive tool for representing complex
dynamical processes in various fields, including science, engineering, and others (see, for example, [43],
[49], [44]1, [32]). In [50], a mathematical model of corruption dynamics endowed with the fractal-fractional
derivative was studied.

The study of optimal control problems by fractional differential equations has various practical applications.
The authors [33] created generic optimal control issues that are motivated by Riemann-Liouville fractional
derivatives. The same author constructed a solid numerical framework for the mathematical model and
presented comparable optimal control problems with Caputo derivatives in another study [34]. The author [16]
used fractional optimal control to study a corruption model in the ABC sense. A convex incidence rate was
investigated in the sense of Atangana-Baleanu and Caputo [36] in a fractional COVID-19 pandemic model
that also incorporated fractional optimal control. The authors [35] created a fractional optimal control problem
that takes into account public awareness and treatment for the epidemic of TB in the Caputo sense. Insight
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into the optimal control strategies on corruption dynamics using fractional order derivatives was studied in
[17]. Fractional order modeling and optimal control of a new online game addiction model based on real
data were performed [18]. The study in [20] presented a mathematical model that combines optimal control
of the exponential law with the deadly combination of prostitutes and drug misuse.

We are unaware of any studies that have employed the Atangana-Baleanu fractional optimal control
derivative to study the dynamics of electorates with three political parties. In the current work, we proposed
an ABC fractional optimal control strategy for an awareness program that will help political parties increase
the number of registered voters to vote during the election. We employed the Atangana-Baleanu and Caputo
derivatives to construct the model because they have a number of desirable qualities, such as non-locality and
non-singularity in their kernels, and in addition, this operator can accurately capture the crossover behavior
of the model and the memory effects. The paper is structured as follows: Section (2) talks about the model
foundation. Section (3) shows the analysis of the model. The optimal control strategy is explored in Section
(4). Section (5) shows the numerical simulations and results. Finally, Section (6) summarizes all the results
of our research.

1.1. Preliminaries

This section presents key concepts and definitions of fractional derivatives, with special attention to the
Atangana-Baleanu-Caputo (ABC) framework.

Definition 1.1. According to [1], the Liouville-Caputo (LC) fractional derivative is mathematically repre-
sented as

“Dih(e) = ﬁ/@ (e —q) " (q)dq,0 < € < 1, M)

where £ is the fractional order.

Definition 1.2. Let X € G'(e1,e2), e2 > €1, € [0,1], then, the new fractional Caputo derivative as

stated in [1] is: DECx(aN = f’(s)@ / X'(g) exp (_5 ((i - ?)) dq, @)

where B(&) represents a normalized function, satisfying the boundary conditions 3(0) = B(1) = 1. However,
if the function X ¢ G (¢1,¢e2) then Equation (2) has the form

pix(e)) = 2L [ (00 - X(anewn (¢ (522 ) ) aa ®

If we let m = % € [0, o0
then € = —— € [0,1], Equation (3) assumes the form

T+nm
B © —
prx(e) = 22 [ x(ew (— ((q))) 4, B(0) = B(oo) = 1. @
T Je, T
Definition 1.3. A generalized form of the Mittag-Leffler function is given by the following expression
Ee(—ef) = & 5
e(—9) ;)F(f’f“) ®)
The Taylor series representation of exp(—(e — q)) centered at € is given by:
o (e —q)*
cap(—£c—q)) =Y DL ©)
k=0

Let ( = 1% Substituting Equation (6) into the Caputo-Fabrizio derivative yields

X (_ Mk €
wepex(e) = s Y S [ X e - ot 0
k=0 T vUe2
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To address the issue of non-locality, we derive the following expression. By modifying equation k! with
['(Ck + 1) and (¢ — q)* with (¢ — q)*, we obtain:

ABC ¢ Ck
DSX (e 1_ ZFUH— /X dq. (8)

As a result, [1] (2016) proposed the following derivative.

Definition 1.4. Given X € G'(e1,¢3), €2 > €1, and & € [0, 1], the Atangana-Baleanu fractional derivative
with a nonlocal kernel is defined as

€ A3
APODEX (e) = (f (% / X'(q)Ee (—5<(€1 qg ))dq. )

Notably, when the function X (q) is constant in Equation (9), we get zero. B(§) retains the same properties
as in the Caputo-Fabrizio case. Furthermore, the Laplace transform of Equation (9) is presented in [I] as

L{GPODEX ()} (r) = f (g)g = {X(tﬁ i)gﬁ_lX(O)7 (10)
1-¢€

where L is the Laplace transform operator. When £ = 0, we do not recover the original function except when
the function vanishes at the origin. To avoid this issue, the authors in [!] proposed the following definition.

Definition 1.5. Let X € G! (e1,e2), e2 > e1,& € [0,1], then, the new fractional derivative as defined in

[1] is given as: .
B TDEX(e) = 13(_@558/ X (q)Ee <—£<(€1__qg) ))dq, (an

According to [1], the Laplace transform of Equation (11) reads
The Laplace transform of Equation (11) as given in []] is:

7"g T
L((§PDEX(e)) (r) = f (_5)5 ﬁfiﬁ(sﬁ)) ), (12)
1-¢

Definition 1.6. The definition in [2], []] gives the crucial fractional integral of the Atangana-Baleanu-Caputo
derivative.

a CIEh(e) = (iv_@g))h ©)+ m . /:<€ — )¢ h(q)dg. (13)

Theorem 1.1. Given that X € Gl[e1,e2] and £ € [0, 1], the subsequent result holds true [1]

07“DE (X () = §71DE (X (e)) + Ge). (14)
The proof of this theorem can be found in []].

Theorem 1.2. Let X be a continuous function in the closed interval |1, e5). Then, the following inequality
holds on [e1,¢€3].
B(¢)

HSXBRDgX || < —KH (e)|l= max |z(e)]. (15)

e1<e<ez

Theorem 1.3. The Atangana-Baleanu derivatives in both the Riemann and Caputo senses satisfy the Lipschitz
condition. Specifically, for functions h and g, the following inequality holds, as established by []]:

[47°D2h(e) - 47 DSg(@)] < X Ihie) — o) 1o
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2. MODEL FORMULATION

Person-to-person interaction plays a pivotal role in shaping the outcome of the election. Interactions with

friends, neighbors, and family members significantly influence voting decisions, as people rely on each other
to stay informed about elections. These social networks not only encourage people to cast their votes, but
also persuade them to support specific parties or candidates. In essence, voting can be seen as a contagious
phenomenon, where individuals “infect” others with their voting behaviors, much like an epidemic spreads
[42]. We assume that a registered voter’s decision is influenced by their interactions with a party member
and the likelihood of accepting that party’s ideology. To model this, we define variables. Eligible Voters
(Q), Citizens who qualify to vote, Registered Voters (R): Citizens who have registered to vote - Major
Parties: National Democratic Congress (NDC) (P;), New Patriotic Party (NPP) (P2), Minor Parties (Ps):
all smaller parties combined, I/ individual without interest to vote, N individual without party affiliations,
and V individual who cast their votes in the political election. 6 is the interaction rate of qualified Ghanaian
individuals with the probability of becoming a registered voter. The remaining parameters are described in
Table (2). We consider the total population under study at any time () as
N(e)=Q(e) + R(e) + Pi(e) + Pale) + Ps(e) + U(e) + No(e) + V(e).
Non-affiliated individuals refer to voters who are registered but do not identify with a specific political party.
They might be independent or not affiliated with any major party, whereas undecided registered voters refer
to voters who have not yet decided which candidate or party they will vote for in an upcoming election.
These voters may be affiliated with a party or be non-affiliated, but are uncertain about their voting decision.
The study relies on the following key assumptions:

1) We assume that every registered voter meets the legal voting age requirement of being at least 18
years old.

2) We assume that each registered member is limited to joining only one political party at a time [52].

3) Registered voters have the flexibility to change their affiliation with their political party at any time,
allowing them to update their registration to reflect changes in their political views or affiliations.

The flow chart of the model is shown in Figure (1).

Figure 1: Flowchart of the model.

Recent studies have highlighted the importance of addressing dimensional issues in mathematical modeling
[51]. Building on these efforts, we propose an ABC fractional optimal control model for the dynamics of the
electorate in a multiparty democracy, described by the following system of nonlinear differential equations.
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Let 0 < £ <1 define the fractional order. The fractional model is defined as
JICDEQ NS - (6 1 )2,
GPODER =0°Q + otV + 05U — (1{P1 + 15 P2 + 75 P3 + 74 + 75 + 1R,
GEODEPL =1y RP1 + A§NoP1L + Y PaPr + 15 P3 Py — (7 + 71 P2 + 25 Ps + 1) Py,
GBCODEPy =TS RP2 + 11 P2P1 + 15 P3P2 + 15NoP2 — (5 + 5Py + 75Ps + 1) Pe,
GECDEPs =T RP3 + 15 P2Ps + 1iNoPs + 1§ P1Ps — (5 + 15 P1 +75P2 + 1) Ps,
éBC'DgNo ZTf'R — (7T§ + ’}Q%Pg + ’ngz + ’Y§P1 + /145)./\[0,
0PODEIU =S R — (05 + YU,
ABCDEY =t Py 4 5Py 4 w5 P + miNo — (af + ué)V,
with initial conditions Q(0) = Q, > 0, R(0) =R, > 0,P1(0) =P, > 0,P(0) = P20 > 0,P3(0) =P, >

0, No(0) = Noo > 0,U(0) =U, > 0,V(0) =V, > 0.
Table (2) provides a detailed description of the variable parameters used in the model.

a7

Table 1: State variables description.

Variable Description

Q Qualified Ghanaian 18 years and above
R Registered voters

P1 The National Democratic Congress (NDC)
P2 The New Patriotic Party (NPP)

Ps3 Combination of smallest political parties
u Registered voters with no interest to vote
No Individual with no party affiliations

1% Individual who cast their votes

Table 2: Table of parameters with descriptions.

Parameter Description

A The rate at which eligible citizens register to vote

“w Death rate due to natural causes

1 The rate at which registered voters choose to join or associate with political party P
T The rate at which registered voters choose to join or associate with political party P
T3 The rate at which registered voters choose to join or associate with political party Pz
T4 The rate at which registered voters decide not to join any party

5 It refers to the proportion of registered voters who choose not to associate with any particular political party
™ The proportion of Party P; member who cast their vote

T The proportion of Party P> member who cast their vote

T2 The proportion of Party P3 member who cast their vote

T3 The proportion of No member who cast their vote

¥ The proportion of party P> members who switch to party Py

Y1 The proportion of party 771 members who switch to party Po

Y2 The proportion of party 7P3 members who switch to party Pa

Y3 The proportion of party P2 members who switch to party P3

Ya The proportion of no party affiliation Ao members who switch to party P3

Y5 The proportion of no party affiliation Ay members who switch to party Ps

Y6 The proportion of no party affiliation Ay members who switch to party Py

6 The proportion of undecided voters who have changed their minds to join a party

Y7 The proportion of the Party 7P3 member who switches to the Party Py

Y8 The proportion of the Party 771 member who switches to the Party P3

2.1. Existence and uniqueness of solutions

The Banach fixed-point theorem is used in this section to prove the existence and uniqueness of solutions
to system (17). Let .A(c) denotes a Banach space, where ¢ = [0, 1], and © = A(c) x A(s) x A(s) x A(s) x
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A(s) x A(s) x A(s) x A(s) with the norm

1(Q(e), R(e), Pr(e), Pa(e), Ps(e), No(e), Ule), V(e))
= 1@+ R + 1P ) + IP2()]| + IPs ()l + INo ()l + L) + V()

where

Q) =Supees |Qe)], [IR(e)]| = Supees [R(e)], [P1(e)l] = Supees [Pr(e)], [P2(e)l| = Supees [P2(e)],
1P3(e)l =Supees [Ps()l, [No(e)ll = Supees INo ()], [U(e)l] = Supees [U(E)], [[V(e) ]| = Supees [V(E)] -

Using the fractional integral operator Atangana-Baleanu-Caputo, we transform the system (17) into

Q(e) — Q(0) =" DE[Q(e){A® — (6° + 1) Q},
R(e) — R(0) ={BC DER(){05Q + otV + 05U — (75Py + 75Py + 15Ps + 75 +75 + u$ R},
Pl(S) - P ]{TfRP1 + ’Yg./\/'olpl + ’}/57)2731 + ’)/7733771 ( s + 77 732 + 78733 +u )731}
P2(5 H{TsRP2 + ’YfPﬂ’l + Y5 P35 P2 + 7§N0792 — (7§ + 9P+ 7§733 + uS) P2},
P3(e) — P3(0 =4BC pt Ps(e ]{T RP3 + 73 P2P3 + 4 No’Pg + 78 7317)3 - (7T2 + 77P1 + s 732 + u )Pg}
No(€) — Ny(0 26430 D No(E)]{TfR (71'3 +’Y47)3 +’75P2 + 7§P1 +u )No},

Ue) —U(0 (e R — (65 + uo U},
V(e) — V(0) =4BC DEW (@) Py + 7Py + n5Ps + maNy — (f + pé)V}. )
Applying the Liouville-Caputo fractional derivative definition (1.6) results in the following.
Q(e) - Q(0) = g Bl e, Qe + @)\fw < [ =0 B0, 0)n
R(e) = R(0) = (582@,5 R()) x/o (e — ) Bal€, 0, R(0))dg,
Pi(e) = Pa(0) = g Bl e, Pa ) x/o e~ ) Bs(€, 0 Pr(0))dg
Pa(e) — Pa(0) = ~ (584@,5 Pale)) + / (e — @) Ba(€, 4, Pa(a))da,
: ¢ (19)
Pile) = Pa(0) = g Bl Pa(e) + / ( — @) Bs (€, 4, Py (m))dr
Noe) — No(0) = é&(aew X/o (e — @) Bo(€, 0, No(0))da,
Ue) —U(0) = (537(5,514( 5 [ -0 B a U@
—¢

Lt g6 e V() / (c — @) Bs(€, 0, V(a))da,

(5)
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where

Bi(£,q,Q(e)) =A* — (6° + ) Q,

&@%(mzﬁgﬂmwﬁu( ﬂ+@%+é%+ﬁ+é+um

Bs(€,q,P1(e)) =Ty RP1 + YeNPy + 1S PaPy + 15 PsPy — (1 + 15 P2 +v§Ps + )Py,
By(€,q,Pale)) = ERP2 + PPy + A5 PsPs + VNP — (75 + 75771 +75Ps + 1) Pe, 20)
Bs(€,q,Ps(¢)) :7-3 RPg + 5Py Ps + 15 NoPs + A5 P1Ps — (75 + 5Py + 5P + 1) Ps,
Bs(&, ¢, No(e)) =riR — (w5 + 75 Ps + 15 P2 + 76 P1 + u*)No,

Br(&,q,U(e)) =m5R — (6 + p°)U,

&@%(»:€m+ﬁ%+ﬁ%+ﬁ%fmhwmz
We make the following assumption in order to support our results:(M) For the continuous functions
(Q(E), Q" (6)7 R(E)7 R* (8), ,Pik (6)7 Py (5)’ P; (6)7 P2(€)v ,P?T (6)7 P3(€),N0>k (6)7'/\[0(6)) ur (6)71/{(5)7 V* (5)7 V(E))
€ L[o,1],
such that [|Q(e)]| < G, [R(e)]| < G, [I1P1(e)]| < G35 [P2(e)l] < Cas [[Pa(e)]] < G5, [INo () < G U ()] <
V() < Gs.

Theorem 2.1. If assumption (M) is correct, then the kernels B;,i € N® meet Lipschitz requirements and
are contractions as long as ©; < 1 for each i € N®.

Proof: Suppose that the functions Q(¢) and Q*(¢) are paired.
IB1(&,e,Q(¢)) = Bu(&,e, Q7(e))| = [[(A® — (6° + 1) Q) — (A® — (6° + 1) Q)|

21
= [ [0+ )] (2e) — @ (). @D
Letting
O1 = (6° + 1) (22)
Equation (21) simplifies to
1B1(8:e,Q(e)) — Bi(&,e,Q7(e)|| < O1[(Q(e) — ()] - (23)
Similarly,
1B2(§,e,R(g)) — Ba(§, 6, R*(e))|| < O2 [[(R(e) —R*(e))l,
1B5(&,e,Pi(e)) — Ba(€,6,Pr(e)|l <Oz [[(Pile) —Pre)ll,
[1B4(§,€,Pa(e)) — Bal§,,P3(e))l < Oull(P2(e) —P5 ()l
[1B5(€, e, Ps(e)) — Bs(€, e, P3(e))ll < Os [[(Ps(e) — P3(e)l, (24)
1B (&, €, No(t)) — Bs(&, 6, N5 ()l < B¢ [|(No(e) = N5
[1B7(€,e,U(e)) — Br(€,,U"(e))|| < O7[|U(e) —U™ ()],
1Bs(§,¢€,V(e)) — Bs(§,e,V*(e))|| < Os [[(V(e) — Q" ()l
where
02 = (1 +75¢ +T§C3 +75 +T§ +u’5) )
03 = (Com + Coe + Csvr + Gy — (78 + 145G + 175G + Mg)) ,
04 = (Coma + Gy + e + Covs — (T8 + 785G + 715G + 18))
05 = (Coms + Cays + (38 + Cova — (15 +15C + 175G + 1f) ), 25)
O = (75 + G575 + Cavs + Govg + /ﬁ) :
67 - ef +M€ 9
98 = (Ck€ + [Lg .
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Therefore, Lipschitz’s condition holds. ]
Applying system (19) again yields,
Q"(E) - Q(O) :%7;(55)81(6757 Qn*l(g)) + F(f)ﬁ‘;\v(g) 8 /06( q)€_181(§7q7 anl(Q))d(L
Rn(e) = R(O) :vlw;(g Bl R 6+ gy * | (6~ 0 Blea Rocshi
Prne) = Po0) =g Bl P &) + i * [ (€~ 05 Bal6 . Pracs (@)
Pane) = Pa0) =g B2, Pana(&) + i * [ (€~ 05 Bul6 . Paacs (@) .
Pin(€) = Pa(0) =g Bo(6-2. Pt (&) + Fgrg * | €= 0 Balé 0. Pancr (@),
Nonl®) = No(0) =S Bu(6, e Nona(0) + prairess % | (6= 0 Bul€. 0. Noa(a)da
un(E) —U(O) (§§B7(§7€ Un71(€)) + F(f)i}y(f) X /OE(E - q)5_187(§,q72,{n71(q))dq,
Vn(g) - V(O) (é-é)-BS(é-vg Vn 1( )) + F(f)ii\\](f) X ‘/08(5 - q)g_lBS(quavnfl(q))dQ7

subject to the initial conditions Q(0) = Qy, R(0) = Ro, P1(0) = P10, P2(0) = Pa,9, P3(0) = P30, No(0) =
No.,o,U(0) = Uy, V(0) = Vy. The differences between consecutive terms yields

Go,(e) =Qn(e) = Cn-1(e) = é\\/_(;) (B1(€, €, Qn-1(e)) — B1(§, &, Qn—2(€)))
- m AE<E a Q)g_l(lgl (5’ 4 anl(q)) - Bl (67 q, Qn72(q)))dq7
Gro (€) =Rn() — Rua () = \;V‘(S (Bo(.e. Rur (&) — Bale. e, Ra(e)))
S S e
+F(£)W(§)~/O ( Q) (82(5 ¢, Rn 1( )) B2(§aq Rn 2( )))dq
Gpr.,(6) =Prn(e) = Prnoa(e) = \;\\/_( 5 (Bs(£,2, Prn1()) — Bs(E, . Prn_a(e)))
E €
ng (5) =Ps n( ) 7)2n 1( ) 1- ( )(84(6 €, Pa n— 1( ))_84(5757’P27n_2(6)))
é‘ 15
" WA (e = @) (Ba(&,¢, Pan—1() = Ba(§, ¢, Pan—2(q)))dg,
Gp, ( ) P3,n(€) P3n— 1( ) (§(35(§ €, Pz pn— 1( )) _65(57577)3,71—2(5)))
B F(£)§W(£) /06( ) (Bs(€, 4, Pa.n-1(0)) = Bs(€, ¢, Pa.n—2(9)))dg,

G (6) =No(€) = Nowm(€) = g §
13

T TEewE /< = @)1 (Bs (&, ¢, No.n-1(9)) = Bs (&, ¢, Non—2(4)))da,

(Bs(&,e,Non-1(€)) — Bs(&, e, Non—2(¢)))
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Gut, () =Un () — Un1(e) = i}v—(g(zg?(g,g,un_l(gn Byt e Ul
" r(fﬁww /( — @) (Br(€, 4. Un-1(q)) = Br(€, 4, Un-2(a)))da;
Gy, (£) =Va() = Va_1(e) = %W‘(g(sg(g,g, Vo1 (6)) — Be(€.2. Voa(e))
i W /06(5 — )5 Y (Bs(&, ¢, Un-1(q)) — Bs(€, ¢, Un—2(q)))dq,

where

€) :Zggi,n( ZgR ), Pin(e ZQP1 o (€), Panle ng
733 n Z g’Pg NO n Z g/\/o (E) = Z gui,n (E>7 Vn (5) = Z gVi,n (E)
=0 =0

Taking into consideration equation (23) — (24) and considering

Go, .(e) = Qn-1(¢) = Qn—2(¢),Gr,, 1 (¢) = Rn-1(e) = Ru—2(¢), Gp, .1 (€) = P1,n-1(€) — P1,n—2(¢),
Gpyr(€) = Pon—1(e) = Pon—2(V),Gp, ., (€) = P3n-1(e) — P3n_2(e),
gj\fo,n_l(i‘:) = N07n71(€) - N07n72(5)a glx[n_l(e) - un71(€) - Z/[n72(5); gvn_l(E) - anl(e) - Vn72(5)a

I60. ()] < (eluggnl Oll s ® * | €~ 0" e, @] da.
167, ()] < 7= G, (0 / =) |G, ()] da.
[97...@)] < 75,05 9. ) 0% [ (e =0 gr... . @) da
[97...@)] < 75,04 16, ) 0ux [ (e =0 gr.. )] da
(28)
[97...@)] < 72,05 9. ) 0% [ (e =0 9r,.. )] da
9301 (@) ] < T €6 Gt 4] 0 [ (=0 0x, (@) da
160, ()] < O G, ) ||— x / (0 6o, (@) da
165, )11 < Gy 03 0.+ O g @ < | €= 0 .., (@] da

Theorem 2.2. The system (17) has a unique solution for & € [0,1] subject to the condition ﬁ@i +

FekE™ < Li=1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 holds [3].

Proof: Since Q(e),R(e), P1(e), P2(g), Ps(e), No(e),U(e),V(e) are bounded functions and Equation



A FRACTIONAL OPTIMAL CONTROL MODEL OF ELECTORAL BEHAVIOR IN A MULTI-PARTY DEMOCRACY 281

(21) — (24) holds. In a recurring manner (28) reaches

19011 < 12061 (751 + g )

162, @ < 1R (7502 + e ©:) -

[69,.. ) < 1Pro@ (3501 + rrermg©:)

[65... @ < IPeote)] (s 01+ rrgmre®) - -
[65,. ) < 1P (37505 + rrgmg©:)
6., ()] < INoal (7500 + F(Oiw(g) o) .

6, @) < 1N (705 + i)

195, @l < N (s 05+ e © )

and

19, (e)] = 0,[[GRn(e
0, (16T ()| = 0.11GVu(e) | —
(29) becomes

19n+;(e)
Rt (€)
1Pt (e)
[P2,n+5(€)
1P5,n44(€)
INO.n+i(€)
e 5(€)

an+j(

- ’PLn(E

- 7)27”(6

- 7)37”(6)

- NO,n(g

)|H = 0,19P1n(e)l] = 0,[1GP2n(e

n+j

ell< > Hi=

i=n+1
n+j

||<ZH;_

i1=n-+1
n+j

< > Hi=

1=n-+1
n+j

< > Hi=

i=n+1
n+j

< > Hy=

i=n+1
n+j

< D He=

i=n-+1
n+j

)|l < ZH;_

1=n—+1
n+j

@< Y Hi=

i=n+1

) = 0,1GPsn(e)ll = 0,GNom(e) —

0, as n — oo. Incorporating the triangular inequality and for any j, system

7—[;”+1 o H;HjJrl
1—H, ’
H;H—l _ H;H—j-!-l
1—"H, ’
ng+1 _ ’H;+j+1
1—"H; ’
Hn+1 Hz+j+1
1—Hy ’
_ (30)
ng+1 . Hg+]+1
1—Hs ’
/Hg-H _ Hg+j+1
1—Hsg ’
fH?+1 _ /H77t+j+l
1—H~ ’
an+1 HngjJrl
1—Hsg ’

where H; = K\}V%é@i + m@i < 1. Therefore, a unique solution exists for the system (17). [ |
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2.2. Hyers-Ulam Stability

Definition 2.1. Arangana-Baleanu fractional derivative system (17) is said to be Hyers-Ulam stable if
constants h; < 0,1 € N® matching the following conditions exist for any T; > 0,7 € N®

Qle) - 7 B16:2. 0 + g * [ €~ Bl Q] <7,
R(e) - (;)32(5,5,72(5))+F(§)§W(§) x/:(sr)leg(g,r,R(r))dr <7,
P1e) = e Ba6. e PO + g [ (€= B n P | <
Pole) = e B 62 Pale) + g * [ (€ 0 Buen Palrar] < ,
Pale) = i Bo(6 Pa(e) + g X | (€~ 1 Baln Patrr| <
Nole) = Gy a6, Nole)) + gy * [ €= 1) Baler No(r)dr| <7
U(E) ~ G BrlE e U + g * | (€~ 1 Brlrur)r| <
V(E) = G B2V + g * [ (€= 0 B n V| <
and there exist {Q(c), R(<), PL(£), Pa(e), Ps(e), Nio(£), 14(e) }, V(). where
310) = Gy BuEt. QO + G [ (€ = Bulen Q0
R(e) = éw‘(f)gz(g e R(E) + W(£§F(£) x /05(5 By (€, R()dr
Pile) = ;/V_(Sgg(g £ Pie)) + W(g?r(g) x /Os(g— P LBy (€, 7, Py (1))
Pole) = ;/V‘(gm(g £ Pa(e)) + W(gr(g) x /Os(g — B, Po(r)dr
Pale) = QV;(SBZL(,E £ Pale)) + W(&?F(g) x /Os(g— P B, . Pa(r)dr, (32)
Ps(t) slxv;(gi&(f’g’ﬂ(g)”wér(g) x /Os(g—rﬁ 1By (€, 1, Py(r))dr
No(©) = g Baté e No(&) + gesirgy * | (6 =) BoleorNor)dr
E) = G B ) + gy [ (= 0 Bale i
V() = év_(gsg(g V() + W(&?F(g) x /Os(g—r)f—lzgg(g rV(r))dr
such that
Q(e) — 0(2)| < Gun, [R() = R(E)| < Gz [Pa(e) = Pa(e)]| < Goa, [Pa(e) = Pa(e)| < Gaa,

Pa(e) — Pa(e)| < Csits, [No(e) — No ()] < Core

U(E) = TU(E)| < e, V() = V(o) < G,
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3. MODEL ANALYSIS
3.1. Solution Positivity Analysis

Theorem 3.1. The solution F = (Q(e), R(g), P1(e), P2(e), Ps
Sfor all € > 0, provided that the initial conditions (Q(0), R(0), P
nonnegative and & lies in the interval (0, 1].

(e),No(e),U(e), (E)) to the model (17)
1(0),P2(0), P3(0), No(0),U(0),V(0)) are

Proof: Following the approach presented in [37], we can establish the existence and uniqueness of
solutions to the system (17) in the time interval (0, c0). Furthermore, we must verify that the nonnegative
region F is positively invariant. An examination of the model (17) yields the following result

67 DEQ| o0 = A* >0,
ABCDER| ey = 05Q + afV + 65U > 0,
0" DEPLIp =0 > 0,
BCDEPy | p,—0 > 0,
0P DEPs|py=0 > 0,
ABEDENG | Np=0 = T4R >0,
ABEDEU g = TER > 0,
ABCDEY |y = 7Py + i Py + 75Ps + msNy > 0.
If ((Q(0),R(0),P1(0),P2(0), P3(0), No(0),U(0),V(0)) € RE, then according to equation (17) and
Remark 3.2 in [15], the solution
(Q(e), R(e), Pr(e), Pa(e), Ps(e), No(e),Ule), V(e)) € RY

cannot escape the hyperplanes of @ =0,R =0,P; = 0,P2 =0,P3 =0,Ny =0,/ =0, and ¥V = 0. Also,

in each hyperplane, the vector field points into F ; i.e. the solution will remain in the region F . Therefore,

this region is a positive invariant set. u
1) Invariant Set:

Theorem 3.2. Let 2 = {9(5)7R(s),731(5),732(5),7?3(5),/\/'0(5),1/{(5),V(s)) €RE,0<N(e) < 2—2} . The
feasible solution set {Q(g),R(),P1(g), P2(e), P3(e),No(e),U(e),V(c)) € R} of the equation of the

model system 17 enters and is bounded in the region ).

(33)

Proof: By summing all equations in model (17), we obtain the fractional derivative of the total population,
which is

0 "CDEN(e) = 5 PODEQ(e) + 5 "ODER(e) + 5 PO DEP(e) + 5 T DEPa(e) + 5 PO DEPs(e)

+ 8BEDEN, (e)+ABCDfu() ABODEVY(e). 9

SBODEN(e) = A8 — 4 (Q+ R+ Pr+Pa+ Py + No +U+ V)
ABODEN (o) = o YN,
Applying the Laplace transform to equation (34) yields
L[5 "“DEN (e)][s] + L[u N(e)[s]] = L{A}s].
In line with the approach presented in [46], equation (34) takes the form
L[5P“DEN (e)][s] + L{uN ()[s]] = L{A}s]
s5N(s) — s*IN(0) + SN (s) > A?g

N(s)(s* +p) > A?g + s57IN(0).



284 Lassong, B.S., Osman, S., Etwire, J.C., Boah, D.K. and Dasumani M.

Hence, take s~!N(0) =0 at ¢ = 0.
Aés™t
N(s) > 25
s+ ps

Applying inverse Laplace transform techniques to N(s) and incorporating the Mittag-Leffler function, we
find

N(e) < 6L {3_1}

s& + pé
< ASeEg gy (—pe)
AS
< T 1 —Eg(—ueg)} .

As a result, we obtain

A€
— [L = Ee(—ped)]. 35)

N(e) < .

For ;1 > 0, as ¢ becomes infinitely large, N (g) converges to the non-negative value 2—? Hence, we establish
the bound 0 < N(2) < 45

0— (), R(e), P1(g), Pa(), Ps(e),No(e),U(g), V(e)) € RE .
= Q(e) + R(e) + P1(e) + Pa(e) + Ps(e) —‘,—No(E) +U(E)+V(e) < %

indicating a positively invariant set. This implies that the solution of the model (17) is stable and bounded.

|

2) Equilibrium points: In this section, we analyze the equilibrium points of our model. Political Party

Endemic Equilibrium (PPEE) refers to the existence of political parties within the population. Political Party-

Free Equilibrium (PPFE) refers to the absence of political parties in the population, where P; = Py = P35 = 0.
The political party free equilibrium (Qg, Ro, P10, Pa,0, 7?3,0,./\/07072/{0, Vp) is given as

AS
QO —(6§ +M§)7
(18 4 7%)(af + ) (6 + p°)0°AS
(05 + ps) {(u6 + ) (@ + pf) (0 + 1) — (€ + 7E)(af + pé) 7507 — a8 (65 + ug)nffé}

P1.o =0,

Ro =

P2,0 =0,
P3,0 =0,
Noo — (u° 4 7)(a + p)O AT

(06 + 1) { (1 + ) (@€ + u€) (05 + €)% + ) — (i€ + 7) (0 + u€)7$05 — @ (05 + )i |
(1 4+ 7%) (o + pS)e ASTi7s
(05 + 1) { (46 + ) (@€ + ) (05 + )75 + 78 + u€) — (€ + 7€) (€ + pE)7$0F — % (65 + i) rfms )
(65 + 1u)0° Al
(66 + 1) { (1 + ) (@€ + i) (85 + (75 + 78 + u€) — (6 + 7€) (@€ + ) 7EOS — (65 + ) rims b

Uy =

Vo =

We found that democracy can function without political parties, known as nonpartisan or no-party democ-
racy. This system involves regular elections where the candidates are not affiliated with specific parties.
This means that candidates run independently and registered voters choose based on individual merit rather
than party affiliation. In nonpartisan democracies, elections often focus on issues rather than party politics.
Sometimes, electioneering and even speaking about candidates may be discouraged to prevent influencing
others’ decisions or creating tension [53]. This type of democracy can be seen in countries such as Micronesia,
Tuvalu, Oman, and Palau, where candidates run independently without affiliation with any party [53].
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The basic reproduction number plays a key role in shaping the growth of the popularity of a political party
among voters. It represents the average number of registered voters that a political party can influence in a
fully susceptible population. This number serves as a threshold, calculated using the voter model, denoted by
Ro, which corresponds to the maximum eigenvalue of the next generation matrix [48]. In essence, the basic
reproduction number assesses the potential spread of a political party’s influence. The formulas incorporate
two key components: F, representing new registered voters joining the party, and V), representing registered
voters leaving the party. This delicate balance between acquisition and loss of supporters ultimately determines
the party’s growth prospects.

T RPL +NoPy + 75 P2P1L+ 15 Ps Py (7 + P2+ Y5Ps + 1) Py
F= T§RP2 + ’Yf'PQ'P1 + ’}/57)37)2 + ’)/g./\/olpz V= (’R’f + 757)1 + ’ngg + Mg)PQ, )
T§RP3 + ’7§P2P3 + "YE./\/Q’P:; + ’V§'P1'P3 (7’1’5 + ’V$’P1 + 'VSPQ + uf)'P37
TfRoo + Noo’)’é 0 0
F= 0 5 Ro0 + Noots 0
0 0 7'257200 + Noo’yi
where,

(16 + 7€) (af + p€) (65 + p)0SAS

Roo = )
(0% + 1) { (1 + 7€) (@€ + )65 + ) — (i€ + 7) (0 + u€)r$05 — @ (65 + )i |
N — (€ + 78) (o + pf) B AS 7 .
(0% + 1) {(u5 +78) (0 + &) (65 + ) (05 + p€) — (us + 78) (b + pé)T505 — ol (65 + ué)ﬂfﬁg}
(us +7%) 0 0
V= 0 (1€ + 75) 0
0 0 (€ + 75)
Therefore, the product FV 1 is
8 Ro0+Noovs
. (Mog-i-ﬂfo)o ’ ¢ ON ¢ 0
—1 _ 75 Roo+Noovs
FV— = 0 ) 0
0 0 T§R00+N00’Yf
(u€+73)
R + Noovs SR, + M ¢ $Roo + N ¢
Ry = 1 /%00 00%;7 , = 2 /%00 00’757 s = 2 /%00 0074
(us + 7<) (u€ +77) (u€ + 75)
RO maX{Rl,RQ,Rg}. (36)

The threshold number (Rg) for the voters model (17) is determined by taking the maximum threshold numbers
from both Rq, Ry and R3.

4. MATHEMATICAL MODEL FOR OPTIMAL CONTROL

The optimal control formulations seek to maximize the number of voters who choose to join and vote
during the election while minimizing the number of registered voters who may decide not to vote during the
election period, as well as the associated costs. We define the three control variables as (uq(¢), ua(e), us(e)).
The awareness campaign effort (u(€)) represents the effort to motivate registered voters to join the party P;
and vote during the election, the persuasion effort (us(e)) measures the effort required to change the position
of registered voters in favor of the party Pa, and the electoral campaign effort (u3(¢)) represents the effort to
engage registered voters who are initially uninterested in participating in the electoral process, encouraging
them to join and vote during the election. We use the time-dependent control in the system (17) and have
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ABCDEQ = A — (6% + ) Q,

ABCDER = 05Q + oSV + 05U — (75Py + 75Pa + 75Ps + 75 + 75 + 15 )R — iR — uaR,
ABCDEP) = 7ERPy + ASNoPy + i PaPr + 5 P3Py — (16 + 43Py + 45 Ps + )Py + ui Py,
G ECODEP, = TSRPy + 1 P1Pa + 15 PsP2 + 15NgP2 — (5 +15P1 +95Ps + 1) P2 + uaPa,
ABCDEDy = 7ERPs + A5 PaPs + Vs NoPs + 15P1Ps — (15 + ¥ P14 75P2 + 1) Ps,
GPODENG = iR — (75 + 71 Ps + 95 P2 + 76 P1 + 1)No,

ABCDEU = 7ER — (65 + 1)U — usld,

S‘BCDﬁv =7¢P; + ﬂfPQ + 7r§733 + Ny — (o/5 + ug)V + usV,

with initial conditions Q(0) = Q, > 0,R(0) = R, > 0,P1(0) = P1o > 0,P3(0) = P20 > 0,P5(0) =
P30 > 0,Np(0) = Nyo > 0,U/(0) =U, > 0,V(0) =V, > 0.

The system’s behavior is analyzed using Pontryagin’s Maximum Principle [4]. The objective function is
given for a fixed final time ¢y,

(37

by 1 1 1
J (ul,uz,U3) = /O |:A1R — APy — APy + 501’(&% + §Cgu§ + 503“3 de, (38)

where ¢ is the final control time, A1, Ao, As, and Cy, for £ = 1,2, 3, represent the relative weights and the
balancing cost factors, respectively. The goal of the control is to minimize the cost function,

J(uy, ul, ul) = min {J(uy, ug, us),u, € A for n=1,23}, (39)
where A is the set of control functions defined by
A = {(u1(e),uz(e),u3(e))]0 <uy <1,0 <up < 1,0 <wug < 1}.

The control sets (u1(g), u2(e), uz(e)) are assumed to be Lebesgue-measurable functions in the time interval
[0,t].

4.1. Optimal Control Existence

Theorem 4.1. There exists an optimal control set (uy, us, u}) € A associated with nonnegative state variables
(Q, R, Py, Pa, P3, No,U,V). This optimal control set minimizes the objective functional J(u1 (€), ua(g), us(€)).

Proof: The state variables and controls are positive and uniformly bounded within the interval [0,%].
This boundedness implies the existence of a minimizing sequence, denoted by J(u}(g), u% (g), u%(g)), such
that

lim J (u™, ud™, ui™) = inf J (u}, ul, ul).
n_>oo(11273)\,(1’213)
A

The boundedness of both the state and control variables implies that the derivatives of the state variables
remain bounded as well. Consider a sequence of corresponding state variables, denoted by (Q, R, P1, P2, Ps,
No,U, V). This sequence minimizes the objective functional J(u(€), uz(e), us(e)). The Lipschitz continuity
of all state variables with a uniform Lipschitz constant is a direct consequence of the analysis. This,
in turn, implies that the sequence (Q,R,P1,Ps, P3,No,U, V), which minimizes the objective functional
J(u1(e),us(e), us(e)), exhibits uniform equicontinuity in the interval [0, ¢¢]. This result is established using
techniques analogous to those presented in [47], [14], [13]. It follows that the state sequence has a uniformly
convergent subsequence, converging to the optimal solution (Q,R,P1, P2, P, No,U,V) in [0,ts]. This
optimal solution corresponds to the minimum of the objective functional J(u1(g), uz(e), us(¢)). Furthermore,
we can establish that the control sequence A™ = (Q, R, P1, P2, P3, No, U, V), corresponding to the minimum
of the objective functional J (u; (€), u2(e), uz(e)), has a weakly convergent subsequence in L?(0, ). Assume
that (u(g),uz2(e), us(€)) € A is such that uf — u} weakly in L?(0,¢s) for k = 1,2, 3. Based on the lower
semi-continuity of norms in weak L? topology, discussed in [13], we obtain

lukl|7 = lim inf[|ug |72, & = 1,2,3. (40)
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Consequently,

by 1 1 1
J(uy, uy,us) < lim [AlR — AP — A3Psy + iCluf + ~Cyul + ngug de. 41
0

n—oo 2

This result guarantees the existence of an optimal control solution (u}, uj, u3), which minimizes the objective
functional J(uf,us, u}).
|

4.2. Optimal Control Characterizations

To determine the optimal control requirements, we employ the Pontryagin Maximum Principle [4]. By
applying this principle, we transform equations (37), (38), and (39) into an optimization problem, where we
aim to minimize a Hamiltonian function, , which is defined as

H=A1R— AP — APy + %C’luf + %C’gug + %C’gu%
+ A1 [AS = (6% + 1) Q)
+ Ao _GEQ +afV+ 9?2/{ - (Tf’Pl + 7'25732 + T§P3 + Tf + 7'§ + ,u,g)R —u R — ug’R]
+ Xs [T RPy+ 4GPy + 75 PaPr + PPy — (7€ +95Ps +9EPs + 1) Pr + P |
+ A {725737’2 + AT PIP2 + 5 P3P + 1ENo P2 — (15 + 7 PL + 5 P5 + uf) P2 + ug%} (42)
+ A5 _T;fR”Ps +75P2Ps +A5NoPs + 1§ PLPs — (75 + 5 PL + 75 P2 + ,ué)Ps}
+ A [TER — (a8 + 75 Ps + 5Py + 5Py + uf)/\fo]

7[R = (05 + 1)U — ustd

+ Xg | 7Py 4 7§ Py + w5 Py + wENG — (af + )V + UgV} ,

where A1, A2, A3, Ag, A5, A\g, A7 and \g denote adjoint or costate variables, respectively. The necessary and
sufficient conditions required for establishing the fractional optimal control problems are as follows [2]:

ABCTE _ OH
0 th)\l -

@7
§BODE Ay = B,
4BOD; Ns = S,
$BCDE Ay = A
4BCD; A5 = 2R 43)
4BCD; A = Sk,
0BOD; Ay = B,
éBCDE[As =&,
0= Dur
0BOD; 9 = BX,
07OD; R = 5,
$BCD; Py = O,
87D P = s (44)
4BCD; Py = O,
§BODE Ny = B2,
07D U = L

ABCE ) _ OH
0 "D,V =95
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Moreover, A\ (ty) = 0,A\y = j = 1,2,---,8 constitute the Lagrange multipliers equations. The equations
(42) and (43) present the necessary conditions for establishing a fractional optimal control problem in terms
of Hamiltonian.
éBCfofQ — _)\1 |:9§ + Mf] + )\2657
SBC'foR =A; — X [7’157)1 +T2€P2 +T§P3 +T§ +T5€ —‘y—/.t5 + u1 —|—’LL2] + )\3T1§791 + )\47'257)2 + )\57‘§P3 + )\57’5,
GABchfpl = —As — X3 [1R +v6No + ¥P2 +v7Ps — (7 +71P2 + ¥sPs + 1 — u1)] + Aa[r; P2 — P2
+ )\5’757)3 + Xem® — X676 No,
(?Bcpff Pr=—As — XamaR + A3[yP1 — 1P1] + M2 R 4+ 12 Ps + 11 P1 + Mo — (11 +yP1 + v3Ps + p — us]
+ As[v3Ps — v2Ps] + X615 No + AsT,
ngcD;gf Ps = A3[vrP1 — 18P1] + Aa[v2P2 — 13P2] + As[13R + v3P2 + yaNo + 18P1 — (w2 + v7P1 + ¥2 P2 + )]
— Xe7aNo + Asm2 — X273 R,
(?BCfo/\/o = A376P1 + Aav5P2 + AsvaP3 — Ae(m3 + 7aPs + 15P2 + v6P1 + 1) + Asms,
0 2ODE U = —X7 [é)f + ;ﬁ] + X2 — Arus,

éBCfoV =—\sg [aé + b — U3] + A2ab.
(45)
Therefore, there exist adjoint-state variables \; = 1,2,---,8, which is given as
0PODE A= 05 (M — o) + Mgt
ABC ¢ _ 3 _ £ _ ¢ . € _ ¢ _ ¢
0 thAz— A4+17(A2 = A3) +15(A2 — M) + 75(A2 — As) + 75 (A2 — X)) + 75 (A2 — A7) + A (p” + ur + u2),
éBCfo As = Az + ’YfR()\z —A3) + %6 No(A6 — Az) + YP2(Aa — A3) + 17 P3(As — A3) + 757)3()\3 —2s)
+ 75 (s — As) + 11 P2(As — Aa) + As(p€ — ),
éBCfo A=Az +12R(A2 — A1) +YP1(Aa — A3) + 11 P1(As — A1) + 12 P3(Xs — Aa) + s No(Aa — As)
+ 71 (Mg — A8) +13P3(Aa — As) + Aa(p — u1),
éBCfo As = T3R(A2 — A5) + 17 P1(As — A3) +78P1(Az — As) + %2P2(As — A1) +713P2 (A1 — As) + 7aNo (M6 — As)
+ m2(As — As) + Asp,
éBCD;éf X6 = Vi Ps(X6 — As) +EP2(Xe — A1) + 15 P1(Ae — As) + 5 (As — As) + Ao,
6 P9Df A7 = 05 (A7 — Aa) + (i + ),

OABC’Dtgf Ag = OCE()\S — )\2) + Ag(ug — U3),
(46)
Transversality conditions

AL(tr) = Aa(ty) = As(ty) = Aalty) = As(ty) = Ae(ty) = Ar(ty) = As(ty) = 0. 47

Theorem 4.2. The optimal control characterizations uy,us and w5 that minimize the objective function (J
i P 3 1, U2 3 ]
over the interior of A are given by

uj (t) = min {1, max <0, W) } ,
1

us(t) = min {1, max <0, ()\QRCW) } , (48)
2

450 = min {1 (0, (02 |

Proof: To arrive at equation (48), we set the partial derivatives of Hamiltonian (42) with respect to the
controls uy, us, uz to zero for all ¢ in [0,¢;] and obtain
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OH
0=—=Clu; — AaR + X3P,
8u1
OH
0=——=Coug — MR +MPs ;. 49)
8’(1,2
H
02872031,63—)\71/[4-)\8]}
8u3
Solving for uy, us, us in equation (49) yields
AR — A3Py
)y =220
uy(t) o
AR — AP
up(t) = = (50)
2
AU — AgV
) =" 200
U3( ) CS

Taking the controls in A, we arrive at the characterization of the optimal controls w}(t), uj(¢) ui(t), and
this proves theorem 4.2. [ |

Table 3: Parameter values and their sources.

Parameter Value Source
A 0.5820 Assumed
0 0.001 [10]
m 0.005 [10]
1 0.0100 [40]
o 0.0100 [40]
T3 0.0100 [40]
T4 0.0010 Assumed
T5 0.0048 [10]
T 0.0100 Assumed
T 0.0100 Assumed
To 0.0100 Assumed
T3 0.0020 [10]
~ 0.0240 [24]
Y1 0.0100 [24]
Y2 0.0240 [24]
Y3 0.0100 [24]
Ya 0.001 Assumed
Y5 0.001 Assumed
Y6 0.001 Assumed
61 0.0010 Assumed
7 0.010 [41]
8 0.020 [41]

4.3. Sensitivity Analysis

Sensitivity analysis is a technique used to understand how changes in model parameters affect the re-
production number. In this case, the goal is to identify the parameters that significantly influence Ry. We
perform a sensitivity analysis of our proposed voter model based on the threshold number to determine the
relative change in the threshold number when a parameter changes. Using the sensitivity index, it is possible
to pinpoint the factors that have a major impact on how the threshold number turns out.

Definition 4.1. The sensitivity index of Ry with respect to a parameter z is given by:

ORo 2

ARo = .
? 0z RO

D
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Table 4: Sensitivity indices.

Par t Sensitivity indices

A +1

0 +0.8334

m —0.8335

T1 +1

T2 —+1

T3 —+1

T4 1.9051e~°
s 1.4288¢ 4
™ —1.2700e~°
T3 1.9051e~°
Y4 3.8455¢ 17
s 3.8455¢ 17
Y6 3.8455¢ 17
01 +1.1907

a —4.6266e~ 05

The parameters with negative (decreasing) sensitivity indices above (7, «) have the impact of reducing the
number of voters in the population, as indicated in Table (3). The negative value decreases Ry. This may be the
result of effective governance or effective campaigning by the various political parties that motivate people to
vote. On the other hand, parameters with positive sensitivity indices, such as (A, 8, 71,72, T3, 74, 75, 76, T3, 01 ),
have a significant impact on registered voters and the three parties, as shown in Table (3). Finally, the parameter
1 can reduce the population in the community. Hence, in this case, an increase in the natural mortality rate
is not encouraged.

5. SIMULATION

In this section, we examine the numerical behavior of the fractional optimal control model. The time € = ¢
is defined in years; henceforth, we will denote the final time as t in the simulation. To facilitate this analysis,
we utilize the parameter values outlined in Table (3) and the following initial conditions Q(0) =0.5820 [39],
and R(0)=0.7889, P2(0)= 0.5130, P;(0) =0.4736, P3(0) = 0.01320, Ny (0) = 0.35, /(0)=0.1580, and V(0)
=0.99 are obtained from [38]. We consider the following strategies and examine the corresponding numerical
results. label=

1) Strategy 1: Awareness campaign effort to motivate registered voters to join P; and vote during an
election (uy # 0,us = 0, and uz = 0).

2) Strategy 2: A campaign to convince registered voters to support party P (u; = 0, us # 0, and ug = 0).

3) Strategy 3: Effort of the electoral campaign to impress registered voters who are not interested in par-
ticipating in the electoral process and to support a political party by joining and voting (u; = 0,uy = 0,
and ug # 0).

4) Strategy 4: Implementing two controls (uy # 0, us # 0, and ug = 0) and (uy # 0, ue = 0, and ug # 0).
5) Strategy 5: Implementing all controls (u; # 0,us # 0, and ug # 0).

Using MATLAB, the simulation results are presented in Figures (2) and (6).

5.1. Using Strategy 1: Implementation of the awareness campaign effort (u;) by the party P;

This strategy focuses on an awareness campaign to motivate registered voters to join P; and participate in
the election. Since u; # 0, us = 0, and uz = 0, the focus will be on promoting the values and policies of the
party to registered voters. This can be achieved by using social media platforms to reach a wider audience
and create engaging content, including videos, infographics, and blog posts, to highlight 7P; mission, values,
and policy initiatives to motivate registered voters to join their party. Also, provide resources and support to
help registered voters make informed decisions.
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T T T
—u‘:uz:u3=0 u‘:#O,uz:ua:O

— =

=Ug=0 U % 0, U, = Uy =0 1k
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0 . . . . . . . 05 T T T T T T T
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(©)

Figure 2: Simulation of the model with and without the optimal control ;.

5.2. Using Strategy 2: Implementing the persuasion effort (us) of the party P»

This strategy focuses on registered voters who are undecided or willing to change their support for the
party Ps. Given the variables u; = 0, uz # 0, and uz = 0, the campaign will prioritize persuading efforts
to convince registered voters to support the party P,. This can be done by analyzing demographics, voting
history, and interests based on issues to create targeted messaging. The results of the numerical situation are
shown in Figure 3 with or without the control.

5.3. Using Strategy 3: The implementation effort of the electoral campaign (u3) by the electoral
commission

This strategy focuses on persuading registered voters who are not interested in participating in the electoral
process (U) to support a particular political party. Given the variables u; = 0, us = 0, and ug # 0, the
campaign will prioritize efforts to engage these disconnected voters to understand their reasons for not being
interested in voting. This can be achieved by analyzing demographics, voting history, and interests based on
issues to understand the reasons for their disengagement. The results of the numerical situation are shown in
Figure 4 with or without the control.
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Figure 3: Simulation of the model with and without the optimal control wu..
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Figure 4: Simulation of the model with and without the optimal control us.
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5.4. Using Strategy 4: Implementing two controls

In this strategy, we combine the awareness campaign effort (u;) by the party P; and the persuasion effort
(ug) by party Py (ug # 0,us # 0,uz = 0) to observe the effect on the voting class. We also combine the
awareness campaign effort (u;) by the party P; and the campaign effort (u3) by the electoral commission
(u1 # 0,us = 0,u3 # 0) to see the effect on the voting class. The results of the numerical situation are
shown in Figure 5

‘_u = Uy=U;=0 U = U, # 0, U =0 —U, = U,=U=0 U =U, #0,U,=0

1 2

~
5l
0.85 . . . . . . . 0 . . . . . .
0 0.5 1 15 2 2.5 3 3.5 4 0 0.5 1 1.5 2 25 3 3.5 4
Time (in years) Time (in years)
(@) (®)

Figure 5: Simulation of the model with and without the optimal control uw; and wus.

5.5. Using Strategy 5: Implement all controls

In this strategy, we combine all the controls that is, the awareness campaign effort (u1) by the party P
,the persuasion effort (uz) by party P, and the campaign effort by the electoral campaign (u3) of the electoral
commission (u; # 0,ug # 0,us # 0) to see the effect on the registered voters and voting class.

T T T T
‘_u‘zuzzuazo —g=uy =g+ 0

0.1

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 25 3 3.5 4 0 0.5 1 1.5 2 25 3 3.5

Time (in years) Time (in years)
(@ (b)

Figure 6: Simulation of the model with and without the optimal control w1, uz, and us.
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Initially, we examine the optimal control strategy u; employed by the political party ;. We notice that
the number of registered voters who do not join any political party increases without the control, as shown in
figure (2a), and the number of registered voters who join the political party P; decreases without the control,
as seen in figure (2b). After applying the optimal control u;, we observe that the number of registered voters
decreases, while those who join the political party P; gradually increase. The political party Py further
decreases when control is applied.

Moreover, according to optimal control, us is chosen by the political party P». We observed that the number
of registered voters who do not join any political party increases while the political party P, decreases without
control, as shown in Figures (3a and 3b). The number of registered voters decreases when control is applied.
The number of registered voters who have joined the political party P has increased. In addition, we noticed
that the registered voters who joined the political party P; gradually increased.

In addition, we consider the control u3. According to our analysis, without intervention, the current political
climate would lead to a surge in registered voters who are not interested in voting, resulting in a significant
drop in overall registered voters. However, after introducing optimal control ug, we observe a notable decrease
in registered voters who did not have interest in voting U/, accompanied by an increase in registered voters,
as seen in Figures (4a and 4b). This suggests that w3 plays a crucial role in increasing voter engagement and
registration.

In Figure (5), we combine the optimal controls u] and w3 and set u3 = 0. In this strategy, the two optimal
controls u] and w3 are activated at the same time to improve the numerical results of Figure (5a). Control
w1 (t) represents the effort of the awareness campaign to motivate registered voters to join P; and vote during
the election, and control uy(t) measures the required persuasion effort to change the position of registered
voters in favor of a political party P2 . The rate of the voting class V' has experienced an increasing rate
during four years. On the other hand, we combine the control u; (t) representing the effort of the awareness
campaign to motivate registered voters to join P; and vote during the election and the effort us(¢) of the
electoral campaign to impress registered voters who are not interested in participating in the electoral process
and to support a political party by joining and voting. We notice that there is an increase in the voting class
as shown in Figures (52) and (5b). This indicates an increase in the participation rate in electoral processes.

Lastly, in Figure (6), we combine the optimal controls uj, u5, and u3 so that they are not zero. In this
strategy, the three optimal controls uj, u3, and u3 are activated at the same time to improve the numerical
results of Figure (6). u3(t) represents the effort of the electoral campaign to impress registered voters who
are not interested in participating in the electoral process and to support a political party by joining and
voting. Figure (6a) shows that the proportion of registered voters R has decreased after the introduction of
controls, and the rate of registered voters moving to cast their vote has increased in Figure (6b). Interestingly,
our analysis reveals that without control, the number of registered voters surged, as illustrated in the figure
(6a). However, this increase was accompanied by a concerning decline in voting class participation. After
applying the control, we observe that the number of registered voters decreases, which led to an increase
in the voting class, as shown in Figure (6b). The number of voters who cast their vote decreases without
control. After applying the controls, we notice that the number of voters who cast their vote has increased,
as indicated in Figure (6b). This will help improve the participation rate during the election. This signifies
that the control measures are effective.

6. CONCLUSION

In this article, we propose a fractional optimal control strategy for an awareness program that can help
political parties increase the number of registered voters who join their party and vote during elections. The
numerical results to support the analytical solutions have been extensively discussed. The model is validated
using empirical data from the 2020 Ghana presidential elections. Our strategy incorporates three key controls
to achieve this goal. The first control represents the awareness campaign effort (time, money, and human
resources) to motivate registered voters to join P; and vote during an election. The second control measures
the effort required persuasion effort to change the position of registered voters in favor of a political party
‘P>. The third control represents the effort of the electoral campaign to impress registered voters who are
not interested in participating in the electoral process and to support a political party by joining and voting.
Our findings indicate that implementing all three control measures is crucial to increasing voter participation
in elections. This multifaceted approach will not only increase the participation rate but will also have a
significant political impact. In addition, this will help reduce the number of registered voters who do not
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cast their ballots, making the elections more representative and inclusive. By focusing on these three control
areas, we can address the underlying issues that lead to low voter turnout. We recommend that registered
voters be educated on the importance of participation and the impact of governance on their lives, and also
encourage eligible citizens to register and vote.
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